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Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers, 
 

The information within our leaflet has been put together by our teaching staff.   Research 

tells us that children who are supported with their education at home and read regularly 

do better at school than children who do not!  

 

Please use this curriculum information document as a guide to what your child should be 

doing regularly to ensure they are becoming a confident learner. 

 

 

Reading ;  

Children in Year 2 will make good to outstanding progress in reading if they; 

 

 read for a minimum of 10 minutes; at least 5 nights a week to an adult; 

 are encouraged to spend time reading books on their own; 

 have a Reading Age of above 7 years; 

 are encouraged to make predictions on the story based on knowledge of the 

author/title and front cover and talk about similarities and differences between 

books;  

 are encouraged to find and answer questions making reference to the text;  

 use punctuation to help read with expression – pausing at full stops and will begin to 

change voice for exclamation, questions and speech marks;  

 begin to understand how authors use words to make stories funny, scary or sad; 

 read unfamiliar words using segmenting and blending as well as putting the words 

into the context of the sentence; 

 learn to read without hesitation all of the first 100 and next 200 high frequency 

words from the lists provided.  

 read in an environment that is comfortable, and with few distractions. 

 

By the end of Year 2 children will be reading with more fluency recognising a greater 

number of words and more importantly, enjoying their reading. 

 
 

Writing ; During Year 2 children should be able to: 

 

 use their own words to write for a range of purposes 

 retell a story in writing 

 write their own imaginative stories 

 write a report, advertisement, set of instructions 

 record information accurately 

 express their feelings through writing 

 use capital letters, full stops and question marks and begin to use speech marks, 

commas and exclamation marks 

 present their work neatly and begin to use a joined/cursive style 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Challenge! 

This year we are having a reading challenge throughout school! Each year group has a 

set of 15 books that we are asking the children to read across the school year. As they 

achieve 5 books, then 10 and finally 15 books there will be rewards and treats for this! All 

the books are available in school so look out for your children bringing one home! 



Spelling 

These are the common exception words that all year 2 children should be able to spell. 

 

 



 



Year 2 Medium Term Planner for English 

Spring Term  
Key Objectives taken from the National Curriculum (coverage over the whole term) 

Word reading: secure phonic decoding until reading is fluent. 

read accurately by blending, including alternative sounds for graphemes. 

read multisyllable words containing these graphemes 

read common suffixes 

read exception words, noting unusual correspondences 

read most words quickly & accurately without overt sounding and blending 

Reading comprehension:  

Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level 

beyond that at which they can read independently 

becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales 

recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry 

continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to 

make the meaning clear 

discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

Discussing their favourite words and phrases 

discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related 

drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading 

making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

answering and asking questions 

predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 

being introduced to non-fiction books that are 

structured in different ways 

participate in discussion about books, poems & other works that are read to them & those that they can read for themselves, taking 

turns and listening to what others say 

explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that they listen to and those that they read for 

themselves 

Transcription:  

Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPC’s, common exception words and 

punctuation taught so far. 

Handwriting:  

Form lower case letters of the correct size relative to one another 



Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters when adjacent to one 

another are best left unjoined (for some children)  

Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower case letters 

Use spacing between words that reflects the size of letters 

Composition:  

Write narratives about personal experiences and those of others ( real and fictional) 

Write about real events 

Write poetry 

Write for different purposes 

Plan or say out loud what they are going to write about 

Write down ideas and or key words, including new vocabulary 

Encapsulate what they want to say, sentence by sentence 

Evaluate their writing with the teacher and other pupils 

Reread to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in 

the continuous form 

Proof read errors to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation 

Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 

Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation:  

Expanded noun phrases to describe and specify 

Sentences with different forms; statement, question, exclamation, command 

Use the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive form 

Subordination, using; when, if ,that,or, because and co-ordination using; or, and or but 

Some features of standards written english 

Suffixes to form new words (-ful, -er, -ness) 

Sentence demarcation 

Commas in lists 

Apostrophes for omission and singular possession 

Segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling many correctly 

Learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which 1 or more spellings are already known, and learn some words with each spelling, 

including a few common homophones 

Learning to spell common exception words 

Distinguish between homophones and  near homophones 

Learning the possessive apostrophe ( singular) 

Learning to spell more words with contracted forms 

Add suffixes to spell longer words –ment, -ness, -ful, -less, - ly 

Apply spelling rules and guidelines from appendix 1 



Spring 1 – ensure coverage is given to each of these areas 

below: (6 weeks) 

Spring 2 - ensure coverage is given to each of these areas 

below: (5 weeks)  

Topic – Africa – Ghana Topic  

Science – Plants 

Topic – The Great Fire of London  

Science – Sound (short)  

Fiction: (4 weeks)  

Jack and the Beanstalk  

Stories with Queens/palaces/royalty in – Snow 

White 

 

 

Performance Poetry: (1 week)  

Rhythm of Life Michael Rosen – link to plants.   

 

 Visual literacy: (1 week)  

Taking Flight (Literacy shed – Adventure shed about older 

generations/in the past)  

  

Fiction: (4 weeks)  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Peace at last by Jill Murphy (linked to sound)  

 

The bakers boy/Great fire of London 

 

Non-Fiction: (1 week)  

Environment conservation – looking after our surroundings e.g. 

our plants  
Genres to be taught:  

 Fairy tales 

 Diary 

 Story 

 Retell (linked to Jack and the Beanstalk)  

 Poetry 

Genres to be taught:  

 write a descriptive setting 

 Retell  

 Newspaper 

 Leaflet /poster 

 

Cross curricular genres:  

 
 Topic – fact file, information text.  

 Science – Diary of a plant, chronological report 

 RE - retell, newspaper report 

Cross curricular genres:   

 
 Topic - timeline, diary 

 RE - poetry, fact file 

 





 





 





Mega Measures – base line questions 

Year 2 

 

We ask the children to learn key measures facts at home that are linked to their maths 

work in school. These are called Mega Measures and we test the children on these each 

half term. By the end of Year 2 the children should know all of these facts as they are so 

helpful for their work and life skills. 

 

 
1. How many minutes in an hour? 

2. How many hours in a day? 

3. How many days in a week? 

4. How many months in a year? 

5. What do we measure in cm and m? 

6. What do we measure in g and kg? 

7. What do we measure in ml an l? 

8. How many cm in 1 m? 

9. How many g in 1kg? 

10. How many ml in 1l? 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 
  



 



 





 





 





 

 

Music 

 

I wanna play in a band 

 

I Wanna Play In A Band is a 

rock song written especially 

for children. In this song you 

learn about singing and 

playing together in an 

ensemble. 

As well as learning to sing, 

play, improvise and compose 

with this song, children will 

listen and appraise classic 

rock songs. 

 

Zootime 

 

This is a six-week Unit of Work. 

All the learning is focused 

around one song: Zootime. 

The material presents an 

integrated approach to 

music where games, the 

interrelated dimensions of 

music (pulse, rhythm, pitch 

etc.), singing and playing 

instruments are all linked. 

C, D  

Minims  

C, D  

Crotchets  

Computing 

 

 

The children will work on the Computer Science objectives 

that include, giving and following instructions, one command 

at a time. They will learn how to debug a simple program 

and solve problems.  

 

 

 

 


