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Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers, 
 

The information within our leaflet has been put together by our teaching staff.   Research 

tells us that children who are supported with their education at home and read regularly 

do better at school than children who do not!  

 

Please use this curriculum information document as a guide to what your child should be 

doing regularly to ensure they are becoming a confident learner. 

 

 

Reading ; During Year 3 children should be able to: 
 

 read for at least 15 minutes each night to an adult & read short novels with 

increasing independence & enjoyment; 

 listen to adults reading stories or chapters of the books to them; 

 are able to answer questions about the main characters and the setting;  

 have a Reading Age of above 8 years; 

 talk about why they like or dislike a book;  

 begin to identify favourite authors and read more books written by the author; 

 read and talk about more complex/ technical words to extend their own 

understanding and vocabulary; 

 are able to find information using the contents page and index in a non-fiction 

book;  

 read a whole range and variety of texts – newspapers, magazines, information 

books, poetry books and so on;  

 read for sustained period of time in an environment that is comfortable and with 

few distractions;  

 

By the end of Year 3 children will be reading more fluently and competently, reading a 

range of books for pleasure and interest.  Children should have a clearly established 

reading routine.  
 

Writing ; During Year 3 children should be able to: 

 

 plan main points as a structure for story writing and plan and write own myths, fables 
and alternative versions of traditional tales  

 write shape and performance poems and poetry that uses sounds to create affects 

e.g. onomatopoeia, alliteration and distinctive rhythms  

 write non-chronological reports from known information recipes, letters and 

messages and experiment with recounting events in a variety of ways  

 develop the use of settings in their own stories 

 write simple play scripts based on reading and oral work 
 begin to use a range of punctuation 

 use self, peer group and whole class editing to develop and improve writing 

through the use of vocabulary, connectives, openers and punctuation. 

 Develop a neat, cursive handwriting style, which can be applied throughout all 

areas of the curriculum. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Spelling; Your child is now expected to know a set of words by the end of a 

two year phase.  Therefore if your child is in Year Three they have until the 

end of Year Four to know the key words.  To help you and your child we have 

listed the words that the children must know by the end of Year 4.  

 
 

 

 

 

Year Three and Four Key Word Spelling list 

 

accident(ally)  

actual(ly)  

address  

answer  

appear  

arrive  

believe  

bicycle  

breath  

breathe  

build  

busy/business  

calendar  

caught  

centre  

century 

certain  

circle  

complete  

consider  

continue  

decide  

describe  

different  

difficult  

disappear  

early  

earth  

eight/eighth  

enough  

exercise  

experience  

experiment 

extreme  

famous  

favourite  

February  

forward(s)  

fruit  

grammar  

group  

guard  

guide  

heard  

heart  

height  

history  

imagine  

increase  

important  

interest  

island  

knowledge  

learn  

length  

library  

material  

medicine  

mention  

minute  

natural  

naughty  

notice  

occasion(ally) 

often  

opposite  

 

 ordinary  

particular  

peculiar 

perhaps  

popular  

position  

possess(ion)  

possible  

potatoes  

pressure  

probably  

promise  

purpose  

quarter  

question  

recent  

regular  

reign  

remember  

sentence  

separate  

special  

straight  

strange  

strength  

suppose  

surprise  

therefore  

though/although  

thought  

through  

various  

weight  

woman/women 



Reading Challenge! 

This year we are having a reading challenge throughout school! Each year group has a 

set of 15 books that we are asking the children to read across the school year. As they 

achieve 5 books, then 10 and finally 15 books there will be rewards and treats for this! All 

the books are available in school so look out for your children bringing one home! 





 

Year 3 Medium Term Planner for English 

Spring Term  
Key Objectives taken from the National Curriculum (coverage over the whole term) 
Word reading:  

 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud 

and to understand the meaning of new words they meet  

 read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 
Reading comprehension:   

 develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:  

 listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks  

 reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes  

 increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 

 identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

 preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action  

 discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination  

 recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry]  

 understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by: checking that the text makes sense to them 

 discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context 

 asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 

 drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

 predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

 identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these  

 identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

 retrieve and record information from non-fiction  

 participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say 
Transcription: Pupils should be taught to:  

 use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 1)  

 spell further homophones  

 spell words that are often misspelt (English Appendix 1)  

 place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for example, girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, 

children’s]  

 write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far. 

Handwriting:  

 use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left 

unjoined  

 increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and 

equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch] 
Composition:  

 plan their writing by:  



 discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar  

 discussing and recording ideas  

 draft and write by: composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an 

increasing range of sentence structures (English Appendix 2)  

 organising paragraphs around a theme  

 in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot  

 in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings]  

 evaluate and edit by: assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements, proposing changes to grammar and 

vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences, proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  

 read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is 

clear. 
Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation:  

 develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using 

a wider range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although  

 choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition  

 using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause  

 using fronted adverbials  

 learning the grammar for years 3 and 4 in English Appendix 2  

 indicate grammatical and other features by: using commas after fronted adverbials,  indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with 

plural nouns, using and punctuating direct speech, use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 accurately and 

appropriately when discussing their writing and reading. 

Spring 1  Spring 2  

Topic: Why do people go to warmer countries for their 

holidays? 

Science:  forces and magnets 

Topical theme: morals.  

Topic: Why do people go to warmer countries for their holidays? 

Science: Rocks and soils 

Novel: Pirate short stories  

 

World/Topical theme: moral dilemmas and choices linked 

to fables.   

 

Visual literacy:The present short film: literacy shed.  Theme 

would be treat others as you would want to be treated, 

accepting differences etc.  

 

 

Novel: Treasure Island.  

 

World/Topical theme: pollution.  

 

Poetry: (1 week) poetry linked to Easter service.  

 

 
Genres to be taught:  

Stories with a moral theme: narratives 

Genres to be taught:  

Non fiction- instructions. How to make a treasure map.  



Letter: RSPCA/Dogs Trust/ Guide dogs.  

 

Fiction: text based character description.  

Fiction: narrative, adventure story.  

Cross curricular genres 

RE: Letter- letter of apology from Adam to God. (creation 

and fall) 

Topic Non chronological report linked to a country.  

Science- explanation of how magnets work. 

Cross curricular genres 

Science- explanation about how a fossil is formed. 

RE poetry/ newspaper report about Easter story. 

Topic- letter/ post card.  

 

Notes:  

Year groups can alternate the half terms so that the texts can be shared.   Request a class set from SLS for a full term.    

Novels and themes chosen should link purposefully to the history or geography, science or RE topics being taught in the same term.  
 

  



 

Year 3 - Spring 1 spellings linked to the teaching sequence from no-nonsense spelling.  
Words highlighted blue are the Spring term test words.  
Words highlighted green are statutory spelling words and may be found on the science/topic/RE Spring term knowledge organiser.  
Tier two words are a year 3 vocabulary focus and their meaning must be taught explicitly.   These words are to be displayed with their 

definition within a contextual sentence throughout the Spring term.   

 Set 1 Set 2 Set 3  Set 4  Set 5  Set 6 

Tested week 

beginning 
09.01.23 16.01.23 23.01.23 30.01.23 06.02.23 13.02.23 

 Subordinate Woman Island Pressure Thoughtful various 

Submarine Women Knowledge Creature Thoughtfulness notice 

Subsoil  Mission Treasure  Usefully build 

Submerge  Early Possession Puncture Useful Earth  

Subway Earth Possess Figure  Careful  straight 

Television Ordinary Occasion Question Carefully  continent 

Telescope Although Sugar Imagine Helpful Actually 

Telegraph Through  Brochure  Imagination  Helpfully bicycle 

Telephone Though Mention Solution  Thankful  experiment 

telephoto Therefore Position Opposite Thankfully  busy 

Promise      

 

Tier Two words: 
These are taught 

in school and are 

to be practise in 

context at home 

ancient nursery board launch risk diagram 

abandon plunge arrange grasp enable explore 

passage schedule contain gasp triumph  

 swift   rely  



 

Year 3 - Spring 2 spellings linked to the teaching sequence from no-nonsense spelling.  
Words highlighted blue are the Spring term test words.  
Words highlighted green are statutory spelling words and may be found on the science/topic/RE Spring term knowledge organiser.  

 
Tier two words are a year 3 vocabulary focus and their meaning must be taught explicitly.   These words are to be displayed with their 

definition within a contextual sentence throughout the Spring term.   

 Set 1  Set 2 Set 3  Set 4  Set 5   

Tested week 

beginning 
27.02.23 06.03.23 13.03.23 20.03.23 27.03.23  

 Actual Automatic Automobile  Meet Pair  

Actually Autograph  Autocue Meat Pear  

Bicycle Autofocus Autobiography Hear Bare  

Experiment Autopilot  Superhuman Ear Bear  

Busy Autonomy Supermarket Knot Cell  

Business Superman Weight Not Sell  

Century Supernatural Straight One Buy  

Disappear Superior  Eight Won By  

Complete Natural Wait  Peace Eye  

Consider  Super  Ordinary Piece  Mechanic  

       

Tier Two words: 
These are 

taught in 

school and 

are to be 

practise in 

context at 

home 

continent limit examine brief bounce  

crew glide suitable brilliant habit  

pause doze value custom globe  

      



 



 









Measures – base line questions 

Year 3 

We ask the children to learn key measures facts at home that are linked to their maths 

work in school. These are called Mega Measures and we test the children on these each 

half term. By the end of Year 3 the children should know all of these facts as they are so 

helpful for their work and life skills. 

 

1. How many seconds in a minute? 

2. How many minutes in an hour? 

3. How many hours in a day? 

4. How many days in a week? 

5. How many months in a year? 

6. How many days in a year? 

7.  many days in a leap year? 

8. What do we measure in cm and m? 

9. What do we measure in g and kg? 

10. What do we measure in ml an l? 

11.  many cm in 1 m? 

12. How many g in 1kg? 

13. How many ml in 1l? 

 
 

 

  



 



 



 



 

 













 

 

Music 

 

Three Little Birds 

 

This is a six-week Unit of Work. 

All the learning is focused 

around one song: Three Little 

Birds. The material presents 

an integrated approach to 

music where games, 

elements of music (pulse, 

rhythm, pitch etc.), singing 

and playing instruments are 

all linked. As well as learning 

to sing, play, improvise and 

compose with this song, 

children will listen and 

appraise other reggae songs. 

African Drumming 

 

Easter Service  

G  

Crotchets, rests  

 

Computing 

 

This term we will be covering Computer Science and learning 

all about algorithms. We will use sequencing programs on 

the iPads and on Purple Mash. 

 


