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What do you see?



The children see ‘PLAY’
WE see these key objectives:
• Design Technology skills – building and adapting and talking 

about the process. (Expressive Arts and Design)

• Science skills – Investigating which materials float and sink

• Science – investigating forces, talking about what is happening.

• Literacy & Communication – Children making up their own 

stories.

• Social skills (PSED)– children learning to take turns in play and 

conversation.

• Listening skills – Children listening and responding to their friends, 

through back and forth conversations.

• Maths – Problem solving skills.



EYFS is about ‘Working Together’- Parents as Partners

• Parents are children’s first and most 
enduring educators. When parents and 
practitioners work together in an Early 
Years setting, the results have a positive 
impact on children’s development and 
learning.

• We are really looking forward to building a 
relationship with your family to ensure the 
best support for your child.

Child

SchoolParents



What is the Early Years 
Foundation Stage? 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (E.Y.F.S.) is 

the stage of education for children from 

birth to the end of the Reception year.

It is based on the recognition that 

children learn best through play and 
active learning.

From September 2021, EYFS started 

a new curriculum 



The new EYFS curriculum –

There are 7 Areas of Learning

The Prime Areas 

Communication and Language Development

Listening, Attention and Understanding

Speaking

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Self-Regulation

Managing self

Building Relationships

Physical Development

Gross Motor Skills

Fine Motor Skills





The new EYFS curriculum talks about developing the 

children’s love of books, reading, language and 

communication skills and introducing new vocabulary.

Talk to the 

children, ask 

questions and 

create curiosity.

What can I 

do to help?

Introduce new 

words and explain 

the meaning.

Develop 

their Pincer 

grip through 

playShare books daily

Sing song and 

nursery rhymes





Communication & Language 

Development

You will receive a copy in 

your child's gift bag. 



The EYFS curriculum   The Specific Areas 

Literacy

Comprehension

Word Reading

Writing

Mathematics

Numbers

Numerical Patterns

Understanding of the World

Past and Present

People, Culture and Communities

The Natural World

Expressive Arts and Design

Creating Materials

Being Imaginative and Expressive





‘Play’ activities

Outdoor learning is as important as 

indoor learning.

Our outdoor area is open 

throughout the day for the 

children to explore.



Our priority is to ensure the children feel safe and secure in 
their new school routines!

Staff will find out what the children already know and what 
they can do. 

We will use this information to help us plan their future 
learning.

We also value your contributions to help us to 

‘get to know’ your child’s needs. 

You can share this information by completing the ‘All about 
me’ booklet which is in their pack and by completing our 

Tapestry on-line activities set.

(More information to follow).

When your child starts school they will also        

receive a ‘Keeping in Touch Reading Diary ‘ in their 
book bag.

What will happen in the first few weeks

of starting school in September?



Our School Routines:

Your child will have a named class teacher.

The children will arrive and exit through their own 

classroom door; 

YR Blue (Mrs Price/Mrs Ward) or YR Green (Miss Ellis) 

School starts at 8.40am

And finishes at 3.15pm

Reception children will use the gate on Lark Street. 

They will enter and exit through the gate near the Reception class 

climbing tower.



School Routines:
Your first week is ‘settling in’ week …

Their first day in school - Tuesday 3rd September 2024

Their first week will be  ½ days sessions. 

The morning session  - 8.45am – 10.45am  

The afternoon session -1.15pm - 3.15pm

Week 2 9th September - The children will stay for a 

full day and stay for lunch

(8.40am – 3.15pm)

A copy of your child’s ‘settling in session’ will be on 

display, during their Stay and Play session and 

confirmed via email.



Throughout the year we have many 

opportunities to 

build positive relationships with you 

through…

•Parents Evening – October

•Keeping in Reading Touch Diary

•Parent Pop-ins – Stay & Learn sessions

•Phonics & Reading meeting- November 

•Our on-line Tapestry journal

and we have an open door policy



We also have ‘starter themed topics’ each half 
term, for example: 

• We Are Children – All about us
• Traditional Tales
• People Who Help Us – Our local heroes
• Watching Things Grow – Plants, animals & life 

cycles 
• Seasons
• Journeys Around The World – linked to pirates

We use a topic based approach to 

learning

We plan to the children’s needs 

and their interests!



Other important information…
• Book Bags: please bring your book bag to school 

everyday. Please ensure these are checked daily for 
messages and letters.

• Please do not bring ruck sacks to school as we do struggle 

with space in class. Thank you for your co-operation.

• Snack Time - School provide a warm toast snack. This will 

be £2.50 weekly (subject to increase at short notice) and 

must be paid for in advance on a Monday morning, 

alternatively you may pay half termly. This is via our Parent 

Pay app.

• Alternatively, children may bring their own healthy snack/ 

fruit to school (no chocolate or crisps please) and please 

write their name on their snack so they don’t get their 

snack mixed up. 

• Milk & Fruit- Reception received free milk and fruit daily 

and this is available on the snack table throughout the day 

and at snack time. 



• We encourage the children to eat well and 

drink plenty, as we know this is essential to 

their well-being and learning. 

• We encourage children to bring water

in their bottle, rather than juice, 

especially when they are drinking from 

the bottle.

Water bottles

Children must bring their own water 

bottle to school every day. This must 

be labelled with their name and we 

ask that the children bring water 

rather than juice.



Other important information…
• PE kits can be brought into school on their 

first week. This is a white polo shirt, black 

shorts and black velcro PE pumps in a PE 

bag clearly labelled with their name.

• It is very important that every item is clearly 

labelled with their name. This helps us to 

return lost items to you.

• We ask that children do not wear jewellery 

in school, and earrings must NOT be worn on 

PE days. Their PE day will be confirmed in 
September.



Other important information…
• A water-proof coat and sunhat can be 

brought into school, depending on the 

weather to support their outdoor learning.

• Reception class play outdoors daily as part of their 

outdoor learning, so please ensure your child brings 

a coat to school every day. Sunhats can also be 

brought into school, depending on the weather.

• Please ensure No TOYS are brought into 

school from home, as these can often get 

lost within our class resources and cause 
upset.



Reading books – Many parents 

ask, when will my child get a reading 

book?

• Please be very patient, our priority in the first half 

term is the children. We feel it is very important to 

settle the children into their new class and develop 

their confidence and their social skills.

• We start our daily phonics sessions after a couple of 

weeks. When the children show a good 

understanding of phonics and blending skills, and 

have good foundations for early reading, then we 

begin to look at individual reading books. These 

books will be inline with their phonics assessments. 

• Parent phonics and  reading meeting ,Autumn term 

2. We will share our reading scheme with you.



How can I help at home?

Encourage your child to develop their independence:
• Can they recognise their own name?

• Practise putting their uniform on and off - putting on and taking off 

their jumpers/coats/cardigans, ready for their PE lessons.

• Practise hanging up their own coat with the hook.

• Zip up their coat,

• Practise putting on and taking off their own shoes. Velcro shoes , 

please, these are fantastic to support independence.

• Fasten buttons etc…

• Going to the toilet independently. 

• To use a tissue to wipe his/her nose.



You will receive a copy in 

your child's gift bag. 



Talk to your child about starting school and read positive ‘starting 

school’ books (Book or stories on You Tube).

Share your child’s interests, achievements and WOW moments 

with us on Tapestry.

Regularly check Tapestry, our school website, Reception Class 

blog and Twitter account for updates.

Help your child become ‘School Ready’ 

• Additional information is available on our new Reception Class 

Blog

• https://blog.st-peters-farnworth.bolton.sch.uk/category/new-

reception-intake-september-2024/

• On tapestry

• Follow our school on Twitter   @stpetersfarn   and Reception 

Twitter @StYrbg

Once the children are in school, please check their book 

bags, reading packs and ‘reading diary’ daily for updates.

How can I help at home?

https://blog.st-peters-farnworth.bolton.sch.uk/category/new-reception-intake-september-2024/


What is Tapestry? 
• Tapestry is our EYFS online learning Journal

• This is a wonderful way to share our learning in school and for 

you to share learning at home.

• It is a great way to share your children’s interests with us.

• When learning is shared, then please ‘Like’ a comment when 

you have read it, by pressing on the ‘thumbs up’ and please 

leave us a comment.

• Please note, Tapestry is NOT checked at regular times and 

therefore if you have an important question or information to 
share we recommend you contact the school office during 

school times.

• You will be sent an activation email, so please check and  
activate your account. (IF you would like to opt out please 
inform your class teacher)

• If your child is using Tapestry at nursery, 

you can use 2 tapestry accounts, 

you just need to log in with an alternative password. 



Nursery reports and files

• Some nurseries will pass on your 

child’s nursery file, assessments  or 

reports at the end of their nursery 

year.

• Please could you send these into 

school in July or their first week in 

September.



“Adults who help children to play are 

adults who help children to learn.”

The Early Years Curriculum is very special!’
As the children say “we’ve just played today 

, but it was fun!” 

Our team are really looking forward 
to meeting you and working with 

you in September! See you all soon.



If you have any further questions, 

please do not hesitate to ask. 


